Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use

Councilor Owen Freeman-Daniels
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Councilor Paul D. Spector, Chair
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May 7, 2013 Meeting Minutes
5:00 p.m. — 6:30 p.m.

City Council Chambers, 212 Main Street -
Wallace J. Puchalski Municipal Building
Northampton, MA

Members present/absent: Councilor Paul D. Spector, Councilor Owen Freeman-Daniels, Councilor Eugene A. Tacy,
Ann DeWitt Brooks. Councilor Pamela C. Schwartz arrived at 5:15 p.m. Kevin Lake was absent. Also present:
Wayne Feiden, Carolyn Misch

Meeting Called to Order: Councilor Spector called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.
Announcement of Audio/Video Recording of Meeting: The meeting was audio-recorded. Ruth McGrath
videotaped the meeting for North Street Association.

Public Comment: None

Approval of April 2, 2013 Minutes: Councilor Tacy moved approval of the minutes; Councilor Freeman-
Daniels seconded. The motion passed unanimously (3-0).

Ordinance: Amend §195-2 Expand Historic District to Include Much of Round Hill (Referred by City Council of
April 4, 2013 to Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use, and to Committee on Elections,
Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims)

Wayne Feiden explained this two-year process with the Historic District Commission formally adopting this in April
2013. Clark School was concerned until the deal with Opal was completed. Councilor Spector noted that neighbors
had a priority list with 7-8 items. Opal is not changing any buildings; focus dropped to traffic. A compromise with
DPW and consultation with the Historic District addressed the issue of no installation of metered parking. Any
energy efficient changes can be done, but the fagade must look the same from the street. Any visible changes must

go before the Historical Commission for approval.

Councilor Freeman-Daniels stated he was not in favor of expansion of the Historic District.

Councilor Tacy moved to send the Ordinance to City Council with a positive recommendation; Councilor
Spector seconded. The motion passed on a voice vote of 2 Yes, 1 No (Councilor Freeman-Daniels).

Ordinance: Amend 350a and 350b Table of Uses and Table of Dimensions for URA (Referred by City Council April
18, 2013 to Planning Board, Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use, and Committee on
Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims)

Ordinance: Amend 350a and 350b Table of Uses and Table of Dimensions for URB (Referred by City Council April
18, 2013 to Planning Board, Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use, and Committee on
Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims)

Ordinance: Amend 350a and 350b Table of Uses and Table of Dimensions for URC (Referred by City Council April

18, 2013 to Planning Board, Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use, and Committee on
Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders.and Claims), .
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Carolyn Misch explained the proposed changes and gave a power point presentation (attached).

~_. Wayne Feiden explained that, as part of the process, any expansion of the Ordinance would require re-advertising

T Councilor Fréeman-Daniels, was pr‘ﬁo‘sé‘d‘:“b‘L‘l‘t’C‘Oﬁ“C‘é‘rn‘S‘t‘d“‘t"ake“ch"a“n’ges*in‘cremental’ly"an‘d‘matclrn’e‘ighb’orhoods R

Councilor Freeman=Daniels moved to-Amend-350a and 350b Table-of Uses-and Table of Dimensions for URA—————— ——
to include “uses allowed by right”; there was no second.

and public hearing. Councilor Spector noted many hours have been spent on these Ordinances, and questioned why
this'was not brought forward and included. Carolyn'Misch explained that-this change, as proposed now by

with zoning would bring more flexibility.

10. Ordinance: Amend 350 -6.8 Consistent with Sustainable Northampton, More Than One Structure be Allowed to be

~ with a"pb’s’it;i\"e"i‘é’c'ohi'mé‘rid'a‘tio'n'; Coincilor Tacy seconded. The motion passed on a voice vote'of 4 Yes, 0'No.

Councilor_Ereeman-Daniels_stated that this was_cohsidered and brought up_in_hearings, and to discuss this again in

this Committee is not “last minute”. Councilor Freeman-Daniels stated that URA should be a mix and some areas

should be changed, and map changes should also be discussed. Councilor Freeman-Daniels stated that the benefits
of changes of allowed use would help homeowners tap equity by adding rental units, maintain character, and some
structures should be grandfathered. Councilor Freeman-Daniels stated that he would like to see some map changes
take place.

Councilor Tacy noted similar issues when Elm Street was restored, and agreed that map changes should be part of
this proposal.

Wayne Feiden noted that zoning changes should not be too comprehensive, but should create clear rules. The
proposed Ordinances before this Committee are the result of three years of meetings.

Councilor Freeman-Daniels stated his opinion that, while URA should have more benefits, the URC goes beyond to
create density, and he would not vote for URC without maps that modernize zoning over the old maps.

Carolyn Misch provided more information during the powerpoint presentation regarding square footage, open space
percentage and frontage; Wayne Feiden noted that these design standards were greater in 1974 and reduced in more
recent years.

Councilor Freeman-Daniels moved to Amend 350a and 350b Table of Uses and Table of Dimensions for URC
to add, under Special Permit, “any multi-family or townhouses greater than six units”; Councilor Tacy
seconded.

Councilor Schwartz noted that she was comfortable with the proposed Ordinances without amendments, and wants
less regulatory and obstacles to homeowners.

Councilor Freeman-Daniels stated that Ward 3 is greatly affected by these changes, and “six units” is reasonable to
force the Planning Board to consider specific development proposals. Ms. Misch noted that the acceptance of this
proposed amendment will require the Planning Board to re-advertise and hold a public hearing.

The motion passed on a voice vote of 3 Yes, 1 No (Councilor Schwartz).

Councilor Freeman-Daniels moved to send the Ordinances, with the Ordinance regarding URC as Amended,

to City Council with a positive recommendation; Councilor Tacy seconded. The motion passed on a voice
vote of 4 Yes, 0 No.

Built on One Parcel(Referred by City Council April 18, 2013 to Planning Board, Committee on Economic
Development, Housing and Land Use, and Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims)

Councilor Freeman-Daniels moved to send the Ordinance, as Amended by the City Solicitor, to City Council
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11. Consideration of Cancellation/Reschedule of August 6, 2013 meeting

The Clerk will be on vacation. Councilor Spector will decide cancellation. Clerk’s note: Councilor Spector has
cancelled the August 6, 2013 meeting.

" 12. NEW BUSINESS —Reserved for topics that the Chair did not reasonably anticipate would be discussed.

At 6:38 p.m., Councilor Spector moved to adjourn and was seconded by Councilor Freeman-Daniels. The motion to
adjourn passed unanimously (4-0).

Respectfully Submitted,
Mary L. Midura, Executive Secretary
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